OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
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December 22, 1835
Dear ____________________________________:
It has come to my attention that you have made an inquiry concerning plans for spending the current White House budget surplus.  Please plan to attend a Reformers’ Convocation at the White House, date and time to be announced, at which you will be asked to discuss the following:

The reform movement of which you are a proponent

Your relationship to the movement, your occupational background, and the state in which you live

Your accomplishments in pursuit of the movement’s goals

Ways in which you think that the federal government, specifically the president, can advance the goals of your movement (i.e., financial support, emotional support, proposing legislation, preventing harassment etc.)

Because of my busy schedule and the number of people seeking a meeting with me, please plan to limit your remarks to three minutes.  Also be prepared to ask two questions of members of different groups and to answer questions that will be posed to you by those in attendance from other groups.  A personal resume with at least three references, two index cards (each containing one question to be asked of other attendees), and this letter will gain you admission to the convocation.  Refreshments will be served.

Respectfully,

Andrew Jackson

President of the United States
REFORMERS’ CONVOCATION CHARACTERS
	EDUCATIONAL REFORM

Horace Mann

Henry Barnard

Emma Willard

Mary Lyon

Prudence Crandall

TREATMENT OF THE MENTALLY ILL & PRISONERS

Dorothea Dix

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Susan B. Anthony

Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Lucy Stone

Sojourner Truth

Lucretia Mott

Margaret Fuller

THE PEACE MOVEMENT

Elihu Burritt

William Ladd
George F. Beckwith
UTOPIANISM AND COMMUNITARIANISM

Charles G. Finney & the Second Great Awakening

The Shakers (Mother Ann Lee)

Robert Owen (New Harmony, Indiana)

George Ripley (Brook Farm)

Margaret Fuller (Brook Farm

Joseph Smith (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints)

John Humphrey Noyes (Oneida Community)

William Miller (Millerites/ Seventh Day Adventists)
	TEMPERANCE

Lyman Beecher

Neal Dow

Father Theobald Mathew

Timothy Shay Arthur

MORALITY

Dr. Sylvester Graham

ABOLITION

Frederick Douglass

William Lloyd Garrison

Wendell Phillips

Theodore Weld

Sarah Grimke

Angelina Grimke

Lydia Marie Child

Nat Turner

David Walker

Lewis Tappan


The debate will take place in 1835, even though some of the characters were dead by then or had not yet begun to receive recognition. Accomplishments and occupations for your resume should cover no more than a 40 year time period and focus on reform.  Information on your resume should not go past 1855. The convocation will be worth 60 points – 30 points for the presentation, 20 points for the resume, and 10 points for the questions and count as an assessment grade. 

Mother Mary Harris Jones
(1)

Cork, Ireland

(2)

February 1, 1912
(3)

Objective: 
(4)

To draw America’s attention the plight of labor and to expose Americans to the poor conditions in which laborers toil.


Summary:  (5)

I have been a leading activist in the American labor movement. After the death of my husband and four children in a yellow fever epidemic in Tennessee in 1867, I moved to Chicago where I opened a dress making shop.  Unfortunately, the Great Chicago Fire of 1871destroyed my home and business. Following that tragedy I dedicated my life to the union cause and became active as a strike organizer with both the Knights of Labor and the United Mine Workers.  As a labor activist I convinced many laborers to strike for better working conditions, higher wages, and shorter hours. Later I joined the Socialist Party and in 1905 I was active in founding the Industrial Workers of the World. At the age of 73 I led a march from Philadelphia to Sagamore Hill on Long Island to confront President Theodore Roosevelt about the exploitation of children and the need to eliminate child labor. I have been called the “Miners’ Angel” and I am famous for saying, “Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the living.”

Professional Experience:
(6)


1857-1861
Worked as a school teacher in Michigan and Tennessee

1867-1871
Owner of a Chicago Dress Making Shop

1878- present
Active as a labor organizer, particularly with the Knights of Labor and the United Mine Workers

Major Accomplishments:
(7)

1902      Jailed in West Virginia for leading a miners’ strike

1902
Called “the most dangerous woman in America” by West Virginia District Attorney Reese Blizzard when I was arrested for ignoring an injunction banning meetings by striking miners; Blizzard said, “when she crooks her finger- twenty thousand contented men lay down.”

             1903
Organized the “Children’s Crusade,” a march from Kensington, PA to Oyster Bay, New York, the home of Theodore Roosevelt, with banners demanding “We want time to play!” and “We want to go to school!” This march brought the issue of child labor to the attention of the public.

1905
Helped found the Industrial Workers of the World, a radical labor union

References:
(8)

Eugene V. Debs
Socialist and founder of the American Railway Union


Emma Goldman
Socialist and anarchist who conspired to assassinate Henry Frick after the Homestead Steel Strike 

John Spargo
Progressive labor reformer and author of The Bitter Cry of Children
Addendum:
(9)

The following excerpt, “The March of the Mill Children,” 1903, taken from material that I hope to include later in my autobiography, shows the sad plight of child labor:

In the spring of 1903 I went to Kensington, Pennsylvania, where seventy-five thousand textile workers were on strike.  Of this number at least ten thousand were little children. The workers were striking for more pay and shorter hours. Every day little children came into Union Headquarters, some with their hands off, some with the thumb missing, some with their fingers off at the knuckle. They were stooped things, round shouldered, and skinny. Many of them were not over ten years of age, the state law prohibited their working before they were twelve years of age.


The law was poorly enforced and the mothers of these children often swore falsely as to their children’s age. In a single block in Kensington, fourteen women, mothers of twenty-two children all under twelve, explained it was a question of starvation or perjury. That the fathers had been killed or maimed in the mines.
Bibliography:

(10)
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	KEY TO COMPONENTS OF THE RESUME

	Item
	Points

Total = 

20 points
	Information

{The numbers listed next to each heading are to direct students to the key and should not be used when writing the resume.}

	1
	0
	Include the full name of the reformer

	2
	1
	List the place of birth of the reformer

	3
	1
	Identify the date of the congressional hearing/convocation/debate

	4
	2
	Explain the reformer’s objective in the congressional hearing/convocation/ debate; the objective should relate to the purpose of the hearing/convocation/ or debate.  If a debate, the objective should directly relate to the debate question.

	5
	3
	Present a short synopsis of the reformer’s life and accomplishments relating to the purpose of the congressional hearing/convocation/debate. Do not include any information past the date of the congressional hearing/convocation/debate.

	6
	2
	Include relevant professional experience prior to the date of the congressional hearing/convocation/debate

	7
	2
	Include relevant major accomplishments prior to the date of the congressional hearing/convocation/debate

	8
	3
	Include a minimum of three references, all of whom should be on the list of congressional hearing/convocation/debate characters. There should be a brief explanation of the qualifications of each person used as a reference.

	9
	N/A


	Include an addendum if you wish. The addendum is not mandatory.  It adds to the fullness of the resume and certainly demonstrates the student’s use of primary sources.  

	10
	6
	Include a bibliography with a minimum of three sources, one of which must be a print source and one of which must contain a primary source.  Bibliographic entries must be in correct MLA format and the sources must be in alphabetical order according to the author’s last name, or, if there is no author, according to the first word in the title that is not “a/an” or “the.”
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