
The World Must be Made Safe for Democracy. 

Woodrow Wilson’s War Message, April 2, 1917 

 
I have called the Congress into extraordinary session because there are serious, very 
serious, choices of policy to be made, and made immediately …. 
 
On the 3d of February last I officially laid before you the extraordinary announcement of 
the Imperial German Government that on and after the 1st day of February it was its 
purpose to put aside all restraints of law or of humanity and use its submarines to sink 
every vessel that sought to approach either the ports of Great Britain and Ireland or the 
western coasts of Europe or any of the ports controlled by the enemies of Germany 
within the Mediterranean…. Vessels of every kind, whatever their flag, their character, 
their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom 
without warning and without thought of help or mercy for those on board, the vessels of 
friendly neutrals along with those of belligerents…. 
 
Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and innocent people can not be. The 
present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind. 
It is a war against all nations…. The challenge is to all mankind…. 
 
With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical character of the step I am taking 
and of the grave responsibilities which it involves … I advise that the Congress declare 
the recent course of the Imperial German Government to be in fact nothing less than 
war against the Government and people of the United States; that it formally accept the 
status of belligerent which has thus been thrust upon it, and that it take immediate steps 
not only to put the country in a more thorough state of defense but also to exert all its 
power and employ all its resources to bring the Government of the German Empire to 
terms and end the war. 
 
One of the things that has served to convince us that the Prussian autocracy was not 
and could never be our friend is that from the very outset of the present war it has filled 
our unsuspecting communities and even our offices of government with spies …. That it 
means to stir up enemies against us at our very doors the intercepted [Zimmerman] 
note to the German Minister at Mexico City is eloquent evidence. 
 
We are accepting this challenge of hostile purpose because we know that in such a 
government, following such methods, we can never have a friend. We are to fight for the 
ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its peoples, the German peoples 
included: for the rights of nations great and small and the privilege of men everywhere 
to choose their way of life. The world must be made safe for democracy. 


